For your consideration:

Legislation Before General Assembly Could Help PREVENT Drunk Diving In Virginia
In 2010, emergency responders across Virginia rushed to the scene of over 8,000 drunken driving related, and often horrific, crashes to try to save the lives of nearly 6,000 people. Drunk drivers killed or injured themselves and/or their innocent victims in close to 22 crashes per day in Virginia in the same year. 

A proposed law, now before lawmakers, could help to reduce these numbers by requiring the use of an ignition interlock device for first-time convicted drunk drivers who are driving on a restricted driver’s license.  An ignition interlock is a breath test device linked to a vehicle’s ignition system which does not allow the vehicle to start if the driver has alcohol in their system.  According to the Centers for Disease Control (CDC), it reduces drunk driving recidivism by 67 percent. Even users of the devices report that they work, with an overwhelming 80 percent saying that the device has been successful or very successful in preventing them from drinking and driving. 

Precious lives can be saved in! Please help us by considering this issue, and if you are in agreement, taking action now by contacting your lawmaker to voice your support! See sample letter below.
House Bill 279 (Delegate Iaquinto) and Senate Bill 378 (Senator McEachin) would strengthen our drunk driving law by requiring the use of an ignition interlock device for first-time convicted drunk drivers who are driving on a restricted driver’s license.  An ignition interlock is a breath test device linked to a vehicle’s ignition system, which does not allow the vehicle to start if the driver’s blood alcohol content is over .02%.  According to the Centers for Disease Control (CDC), it reduces drunk driving recidivism by 67 percent. Even users of the devices report that they work, with an overwhelming 80 percent saying that the device has been successful or very successful in preventing them from drinking and driving. 

Consider the following: 

· An interlock is more effective than license suspension alone as, 50 to 75 percent of convicted drunk drivers continue to drive on a suspended license.  (Peck, et al, 1995 and Beck et al, 1999)
· There is strong public support for the devices, with 88 percent favoring interlocks for all convicted drunk drivers. (Center for Excellence in Rural Safety at the University of Minnesota, May 2010).
· Ignition interlocks for convicted drunk drivers can save taxpayers money, as the DUI offender pays for the installation and monitoring of the interlock. 
· Similar measures have proven to be effective in other states. As a result of laws requiring interlocks for all convicted drunk drivers in Oregon and Arizona, DUI related deaths are down by 52 and 51 percent, respectively.  (NHTSA-FARS Query)

Sample Letter to Legislators 
Please support Ignition Interlock Bill(s)
Dear ___________,

As your constituent, I am writing to you to ask for your support of House Bill 279 (Delegate Iaquinto) and/or Senate Bill 378 (Senator McEachin), which require the use of an ignition interlock device for first-time convicted drunk drivers who are driving on a restricted driver’s license. I believe that this change could dramatically reduce drunk driving and the preventable injuries and death that result from crashes at the hands of these impaired drivers. 

In 2010, emergency responders across Virginia rushed to the scene of over 8,000 drunken driving related, and often horrific, crashes to try to save the lives of nearly 6,000 people. Drunk drivers killed or injured themselves and/or their innocent victims in close to 22 crashes per day in Virginia in the same year. 

As ignition interlocks prevent vehicles from starting if the driver has alcohol in their system, it will literally stop a dangerous situation, before anyone is killed or injured and lives are forever changed. According to the Centers for Disease Control (CDC), these devices reduce drunk driving recidivism by 67 percent. Even users of the devices report that they work, with an overwhelming 80 percent saying that the device has been successful or very successful in preventing them from drinking and driving. 

It is my further understanding that these devices are more effective than license suspension alone as so many (50 to 75 percent) of convicted drunk drivers continue to drive on a suspended license.  They have also proven to be effective in Oregon and Arizona, where mandatory ignition interlocks have reduced DUI related deaths by 52 and 51 percent, respectively.
As with any new law, the financial impact always comes into question. However, there is no financial impact with these bills, as convicted drunk drivers pay for the installation and monitoring of the interlock device.  
I believe that passing this legislation is a critical step toward saving the lives of Virginians, and I am asking for your support. I do not want to be killed by a drunk driver or have any of my friends or loved ones similarly impacted. 

Please vote in support of these measures! 

Thank you for your consideration and for your service to your constituents. 
Respectfully, 
